Chapter 14
Hazards, Hazardous Wasie, and Public Haalth

use changes require the removal of unexploded ordnance (ULS. Navy, 1999). Munitions and explosives of
concern maintenance is ongoing (U5 Navy, 2(NM).

Salton Sea Bombing Targets in the Inundated Areas

Up to I8 target sites across the Salton Sea were used for practice bombing by the U.S. Navy during World
War Il. These sites are described in Table 14-3, and their general locations are shown i Figure 14-1.
From 1941 to 1944, the Eleventh Maval Distnet acquired authorzation by permits from the Department of
the Interior, Imperial Irrigation Distnct, or other property owners to use designated areas of the Salton Sea
as practice bombing targets. Most of the permits were for use of an entire section (640 acres) of property.
Pemnits for many Salton Sea bomb targets were discontinued in 1945 and 1946, Limited documentation is
available concerning disposal of the bomb targets and steps taken to return the sites to their orginal
condition.

Most of the bombing targets were floating tangets consisting of radar-rigged, wooden pyramid strue tures
for high-altitude bombing and dive-bombing practice (USACE, 1996). One was a skip bomb target with a
screened raft-radar for low-level practice bombing. A few targets shifted location over time due to the
effects of weather and wind. Other sites were designated as safety areas near bomb targets to provide a
buffer. Some sites were listed as “potential or proposed,” and may not have been used for bombing
practice. Typically, practice bombs were not live, but contained a small charge to aid in “spotting”™ the
bomb hit. Spotting charges that did not detonate could still be intact in the ordnance and constitute a
hazard, although it is likely that any ordnance remaining for the past 65 vears has been affected by the
corrosive environment of the relatively shallow salt waters of the Salton Sea (USACE FUDS database;
see Table 14-1 for website link).

Unexploded ordnance and mumntions may hie on or within the floor of the Salton Sea over the 12,200 acre
area where the bombing targets previously existed. This area includes two targets (sites 10MA and
10MB) used by the AEC and Strategic Air Command. Items likely to be found at those sites nclude
WW-I1 era practice bombs, atomic shape bombs, or small explosive components and/or spolting charges.
Ordnance in the Salton Sea may be the result of drops from U5, Army planes aiming for site 10LA (land
target ), Navy planes aiming for skip bombing target (G, U.S. Navy planes arming for another water target,
or accidental drops (USACE, 1996).

A salvage operation using divers was conducted in 1960 at the water target areas within the 55T B used for
bomb practice with atomic weapon test units (DT SC EnviroStor database; USACE 1996). The salvage
operation removed 100 pounds of material that was returned to Albuquerque for wentification. In 1961,
U.5. Navy divers conducted an extensive underwater search, recovenng a practice bomb as well as an
atomic bomb shape. Any residual materials that were not removed by these salvaged operations are most
likely buried deep in mud, below 35 feet of water (USACE, 1996). No records were obtained indicating
that ordnance clearance and decontamination occurred at the bomb target sites outside the S5TB. The

U.5. Army Corps of Engineers report (USACE, 1996) on the sites recommended further assessment of
Ordnance and Explosive Waste for these sites. Historical records specify “no restoration required other
than tatpet removal” for the practice bomb targets (USACE FUDS database ). However, it is unclear
whether these recommendations were based only on consiwderations for removal of visual evidence of the
bomb targets or whether they also accounted for clearance of practice bombs from the Sea Bed.

Radioactivity

Experiments using non-explosive atomic bomb weapon test units were carried out in 1944 as part of the
Manhattan Project to determine the best shape for the weapon. Test units were made of cast steel or
aluminum, and filled with concrete or lead, although a limited number of test units were also reported o
have contained depleted uranium ballast (USACE. 1996).
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